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advanced files of the French regiment. These, firing their
carbines at the Austrian officer, laid him dead on the spot,
just as he was turning to gallop off.

Prosper and I then returned to the marshal, who uttered
a cry of grief on seeing his son covered with blood. But on
finding that he was not wounded he gave free vent to his
anger, and in the presence of several generals, his own
aides-de-camp, and two orderly officers of the Emperor's, he
scolded his son roundly, and ended his lecture with the
words, cWho ordered you to go and stick your head into
that row, you young idiot ?' Prosper's answer was really
sublime. c Who ordered me ? My honour! This is ray
first campaign. I am already lieutenant and member of the
Legion of Honour; -1 have received several foreign decora-
tions, and so far I have done nothing for them, I wished
to show my comrades, the army, and France that if I am
not destined to have the military talent of my illustrious
father, I am at least worthy by my courage to bear the name
of Mass6na.' Seeing that his son's noble sentiments met
with the approbation of all the bystanders, the marshal
made no answer; but his anger fell chiefly on me, whom he
accused of having carried his son away, when, on the con-
* trary, his presence was a great hindrance to me, Tlie two
orderly officers having reported at headquarters the scene
between the marshal and his son, Napoleon heard of it, and
happening to come that evening to Leopoldau, sent for
Prosper, and said to him, taking Mm in a friendly way by
the ear: c Good, very good, my dear boy; that is how young
people like you ought to start on their career.' Then, turn-
ing to the marshal,, he said in a low tone, but loud enough to
be heard by General Bertrand, from whom I have the story,
cI love my brother Louis no less than yon your son; but
when he was my aide-de-camp in Italy he did his turn of
duty like the others, and I should have been afraid of bring-
ing him into discredit if I had sent one of his comrades into
danger instead of him.' This reproof from the Emperor, in
addition to the answer which I had been foolish enough to
to Mass6na>, EtattiraUy set Mm still more against me., aiwi, ^ttdfci. saftr
